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Haya (Sea Pineapples) has a distinctive pincapple-like appearance.

It is one of the specialtics of Onagawa Town and Sanriku coastal arca.
Before the Great East Japan Earthquake,

overseas demand for hoya was increasing rapadly,

and hoya production was on its way o become a major industry.
However, after the disaster struck, hoya export fell rapidly

due to Import restrictions put in p]m:-u: h}' COUNITICSE OVETSCas.

The situation became so dire that preducers had to dispose hoya that they farmed.

To stop this delicious food from going to waste,
seafood production companics and restaurants sprung into action
and opened the first hoya specialty restaurant in the world in Sendai City.

Local cuisines that made with hoya have transformed into souvenir products,

and new products such as hoya salt began to line the shelves at shops in Onagawa.

Thanks to the passionate actions of people involved in the hoya industry,

the once decimated hoya aquaculture is beginning to revive.
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For 49 years, Yamamoto Town Nakahama Elementary School has served

as 4 place of learning for children.

Dwring the Great East Japan Earthquake, 90 people evacuated

to the roof of the school and were saved.

On Seprember 26, 2020, this school started its new role

as the "Nakahama Elementary Scheol Disaster Memorial Ruins®,

The first floor has been preserved as it was during the disaster

and the second flood was turned into an exhibition hall,

Visitors can learn about the sitvation during the disaster

az well as disaster prevention from the “kataribe” storyteller guides and videos.
Besides reaching future generations the terrors of the disaster,

this memorial ruin has several other duties, that include making visitors understand
and never forget the importance of evacuation no matter where they live,

serving as emotional support for children and residents thar experienced the disaster,
and lastly, 1o be a place where facts about the tsunami and disaster

¢an be passed on accurately. Until now, and from now on,

MNakahama Elementary School will continue to reach people how to protect lives.
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