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| 6 crew members of a ship left from Ishinomaki to Edo (Tokyo) in 1793. The ship was
called “Wakamiyamaru.” Tt had 1,300 bags of rice and 400 pieces of wood to sell in Edo.
On the way to Edo, it was caught in heavy rain and wind. It drifted on the sea for a while.
After that, it reached the Aleutian Islands in | 794. When the crew members got off the
ship, they were very tired and hungry. They asked for food and shelter. People on the
island were very kind to them. The crew members became friends with the people there.
They started a new life. They lived there for 7 years, but they didn’t forget about their
hometown, Sendai. One day, Alexander I, the Russian emperor, knew there were Japanese
people who lived on the islands. He invited |10 of the crew members to St. Petersburg. They
were welcomed there and went sightseeing, and saw hot air balloons, a theater, a
planetarium and so on. On the last day, the emperor asked them to live in Russia or Sendai.
They worried about their future. Finally, 6 crew members decided to live in Russia and 4
hoped to go back to Sendai. The emperor allowed the 4 crew members to go back to
Sendai. They said good-bye to the Russians, and they left St. Petersburg and traveled to
Denmark, England, Brazil, Tahiti, and Hawaii. After that, they reached Nagasaki and then
Sendai. They had come back to Sendai for the first time in | | years! They became the
first Japanese people who traveled around the world. Their names are Tsudayu, Sahei,
Gihei and Tajuro. (2803
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The Aleutian Islands

St. Petersburg
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England
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(#81) You : Hi, I read a very interesting story. It was about the first world travelers from

Miyagi. They visited a lot of countries. What countries have you been to?



