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Congratulatorz Messages From Governor Carney and Governor Murai
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STATE OF DELAWARE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TATNALL BUILDING, SECOND FLOOR
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, BOULEVARD SOUTH
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901

JOHN CARNEY
GOVERNOR

PHONE: 302-744-4101
BAX: 302-739-2775

February 22, 2022

Dear Governor Murai,
I am very pleased to honor the 25th Anniversary of our Sister State relationship.

Over the last quarter of a century, we have provided the opportunity for our government employees to
visit and learn from one another, we have fostered connections between our universities, and we have
facilitated connections with our respective businesses. Whether it is broadening connections in research
collaboration at the university level or promoting Miyagi food products in Delaware, we have enjoyed
the many opportunities this Miyagi — Delaware Sister State relationship has provided.

This special relationship has seen notable success with our student exchanges. Its impacts are both
tangible and beyond measure. In the last 25 years, over 800 students from Miyagi have visited Delaware
and over 400 Delaware students have visited Miyagi, hosted by the local families. Not only have the
students benefited from this exchange, but so too have the host families as they play a vital part of this
wonderful program.

The ties that our existing student exchanges have created are broad and deep. Providing the opportunity
for our young people to travel to both Delaware and Miyagi and learn from one another about our unique
cultures is critical in today’s global marketplace. We will continue to work to maintain and grow this
important aspect of our Sister State relationship.

We were very happy to plant Miyagi’s tree, the Japanese zelkova, on the grounds of the Buena Vista
estate as a living testament to the friendship we have created with this special partnership. I am pleased
to report that the tree is thriving. May this tree, just like our Sister State relationship, continue to grow
over the years to come.

Sincerely,

C’.(’;wa,

John C. Carney
Governor, State of Delaware
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This year marks the 25" anniversary of the sister-state relationship between Miyagi
Prefecture and the State of Delaware.

Since the start of the sister-state relationship between Delaware and our prefecture in 1997,
we have deepened our mutual understanding and respect through exchanges in a variety of
fields including education, public administration, and business. It delights me to see the
efforts citizens of Delaware and Miyagi have undertaken these past 25 years to strengthen our
close friendship through an expanding range of initiatives that take place at the
grassroots-level and transcend borders, from establishing a friendship city relationship
between Delaware’s capital city of Dover and Iwanuma City, to student exchange programs
between our universities and high schools. Furthermore, on the economic front, from the
introduction of Miyagi products to Delaware and businesses matching in Miyagi and
Delaware, our exchange continues to thrive.

Eleven years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred in 2011. The
people of Miyagi will never forget the kind support we received from the people of Delaware
in the wake of the disaster. Presently, reconstruction in coastal areas is progressing, and in
these areas the preservation of disaster remains as well as disaster memorial facilities have
been completed. Efforts are also underway to provide disaster prevention education and to
continue to pass on memories of the disaster to future generations. The support we received
from Delaware is a testament to our friendship, and we will continue to express our gratitude
and pass our stories on.

We are currently facing the COVID-19 pandemic that has affected the international
community. In the midst of this stage where we find ourselves overcoming this
unprecedented situation and transitioning to an era after COVID-19, the relationship we have
cultivated over these past 25 years will surely become more important than ever. Just like the
zelkova tree that grows on the grounds of Buena Vista, I am certain that the friendship

between Miyagi and Delaware will grow even deeper for generations to come.

Yoshihiro Murai, Governor of Miyagi Prefecture
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