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Profile of the Port of Ishinomaki

Port of Ishinomaki used to be a small port called
Ishiminato. After Mdagobei-KaWamura improved
the Kitakami River upder the orders of Date
Masamune, it prospered as a'rice port between
Mizusawa, IWate Prefecture, Sendaiiand Tokyo.
Although low-flow channel improvement works on
the Kitakami River made ifs wallerway service more
convenient, the port went info decline after the
Tohoku Honsen Train line began operations in
1887. Improvements were further madesbetween
1911 and 1946, opening the port fo 500-on
cargo shipsgiloweveras it was,only.asriver por,
it did not develop o fhe extent that was expecied.

In 1960, an industrial port was constructed in the
Kama area, two miles west of the Kitakami River
estuary. It was designated a Port of Sendai New
Indusirial Town and an important port in 1964.
Ishinomaki has developed info the central port for
the northern region of the prefecture. In 1977, the
Omagari area was incorporated into the port
area, and its facilifies were improved. At present,
the port has 31 public berths (-4.5--13m) and 15
private berths (-4.5--7.5m).

Port of Ishinomaki area now has many companies
that handle timber, food products, metals,
machinery and ships. The amount of cargo the
port handles has steadily increased since 1942
when its operations began. Freight trade has
increased as well since the first freighter came info
port in 1967,

In March 1981, a landfill project for the Hibarino
area was approved as part of the port plan for
further development. In August 1991, a landfill
license was granted, and landfill projects were
promoted. In March 2005, the port plan was
revised, and in October 20006, the Kita Wharf
(-10m| opened.

In Ociober 2012, the Port of Sendai-Shiogama,
Port of Ishinomaki and Port of Matsushima were
integrated in order to become the leading
international hub port in the Tohoku region.

The Ports and Harbors Improvement Plan was
revised in June 2013 o reinforce ifs functions as a
center for importing raw materials and fuel,
reinforce the response to large bulk ships and
aftracting companies to the area. By sfrengthening
the role in tourism exchange, the system for
receiving large passenger cruise ships can be
reinforced.
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Profile of the Port of Matsushima

Matsushima Bay is hailed as one of the three
most scenic spots of Japan with about 260
islands covered with green pine trees and a
magnificent landscape surrounded by the low
hills. Today there are about 6 million tourists that
visit this area each year.

Port of Matsushima had been used as a
distribution center for rice and other products
since the pre-Edo period. After the Teizan Canal
was constructed, tﬁ: port became a transit port,
and when the Tohoku Honsen Train Line opened
in 1887, the port began fo be used as a fourism
port.

The full-scale maintenance as a tourist port
began after the port was designated as a
regional port.

This area was also designated as an
“International Tourism Model Disfrict” in 1986.
As this is the most famous fourist atiraction in the
prefecture, the port will be developed in keeping
with Matsushima’s scenery.

From FY 2005, the port was recognized in the
Local Revitalization Act to respond to the
decreasing number of tourists and fo collaborate
with the Nakago Fishing Port, a class 1 fishing
port.

In October 2012, Port of Sendai-Shiogama,
Port of Ishinomaki and Port of Matsushima were
integrated in order to become the leading
infernational hub port in the Tohoku region.

The Ports and Harbors Improvement Plan was
revised in June 2013 provided that the
development of the port shall contribute to
promotion of tourism and the use of the port as
well as to increase the number of tourists to the
region.
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