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Profile of the Port of Matsushima

Matsushima Bay is hailed as one of the three
most scenic spotfs of Japan with about 260
islands covered with green pine trees and a
magnificent landscape surrounded by the low
hills. Today there are about 6 million tourists
that visit this area each year.

Port of Matsushima had been used as a
distribution center for rice and other products
since the pre-Edo period. After the Teizan Canal
was constructed, the port became a transit port,
and when the Tohoku Honsen Train Line opened
in 1887, the port began to be used as a tourism
port.

The full-scale maintenance as a tourist port
began after the port was designated as a
regional port.

This area was also designated as an
"International Tourism Model District” in 1986.
As this is the most famous tourist attraction in the
prefecture, the port will be developed in
keeping with Matsushima’s scenery.

From FY 2005, the port was recognized in the
Local Revitalization Act to respond fo the
decreasing number of tourists and to collaborate
with the Nakago Fishing Port, a class 1 fishing
port.

In October 2012, Port of Sendai-Shiogama,
Port of Ishinomaki and Port of Matsushima
were integrated in order to become the
leading international hub port in the Tohoku
region.

The Ports and Harbors Improvement Plan was
revised in June 2013 provided that the
development of the port shall contribute to
promotion of tourism and the use of the port as
well as to increase the number of tourists to the
region.
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