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OUTLINE OF PORTS AND HARBORS IN MIYAGI

Since ancient times, the land's rich topographical features with complex coastlines and many rivers have enabled Miyagi to build excellent natural
ports and waterways.

Among historical developments of local ports and harbors, two events stand out: the Keicho Mission to Europe dispatch under the orders of
feudal lord Date Masamune (1567~1636), and led by Hasekura Tunenaga, which sailed out of Tsukinoura Bay an attempt to construct Port
Nobiru, the nation's first modern port.

From the mid-1960's through the seventies,Sendai and Ishinomaki built large-scale excavated ports which were aimed at promoting coastal
industry and distribution centers.

Miyagi Prefecture’s one international hub port is Sendai-Shiogama. The seven local ports of Kesennuma, Onagawa, Ogatsu, Oginohama,
Omotehama, Kinkasan, and Osaki also contribute dynamically to the waterways traffic in Miyagi.

These ports and harbors are connected not only with all the prefectures of the Tohoku Region but the Tokyo Metropolitan Area through the
highway network such as Tohoku Expressway, Sanriku Expressway, Joban Expressway, Yamagata Expressway as well as railways's network.
Plans for expanded highways networks and the opening of container routes in Miyagi will facilitate the formation of worldwide-integrated
transportation systems by land and sea.
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Profile of the Port of Sendai

Port of Sendai, also known as the Sendai Bay
Area, was designated as a “new industrial town”
in March 1964. To develop the area as a central
industrial site, plans to build an artificial port were
developed in August of that same year.
Construction began in December 1967.

Because of the growing needs for a distribution
center, the plans were revised in March 1969 to
enhance the port's role as a commercial port. The
port opened in July 1971. Today, the port's main
faciliies include the 14 public berths (-8.5--14m)
and 24 private berths (-6--17m). The port plays a
major role as a center for regional development
and as a distribution base for the Tohoku Region.
The back area was developed into an industrial
and distribution park, and many companies have
located to this area.

In recent years, as the port has been dealing with
the increase of large ships and containers, the
distribution functions in this area have enhanced
dramatically. The operation of gantry cranes and
a full-scale container berth began in April 1995.
In April of the following year, the construction of a
container terminal was completed behind the
berths. In addition, regular container routes were
successfully established.

In April 2001, the port was named as a specially
designated major port and changed its name to
Port of Sendai-Shiogama. Furthermore, the No. 2
Tokasago Wharf (-14m depth) opened in June
2001 and the No. 3 Gantry Crane began
operations in February the following year.

In order to better serve vehicles and RORO ships,
a new car park was opened in 2010 in Nakano
area. Raijin Wharf, an area that was deepened
also opened and began operation.

In October 2012, Port of Sendai-Shiogama, Port
of Ishinomaki and Port of Matsushima were
integrated in order to become the leading
international hub port in the Tohoku region.

The Ports and Harbors Improvement Plan was
revised in June 2013 to reinforce the port's role in
international trade and domestic distribution, as
well as to reinforce its functions in container and
unit cargo management.

In December 2017, Takamatsu Wharf No. 2
opened and became available for use by large
ships.

In April 2020, the Takasago Container Terminal
yard was expanded by 6 hectares.

In March 2023, a new fruck gate will be opened,
enabling more efficient operations.

In April 2024, the Takasago Wharf No. 3 (-14m)
and 4 hectare yard expansion were completed
and began operation.
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