
When the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred on March 11, 2011, all aspects of the fisheries industry as 
well as distribution and processing facilities in coastal areas were severely damaged.

As a result, many fishermen and distribution and processing businesses lost their bases of production and 
operation, causing a significant drop in overall production of fresh seafood and processed seafood 
products. With support from a variety of sources such as the national government and the private sector, 
members of the fisheries industry are working together towards recovery.

Kesennuma Fishing Port

Damaged wholesale markets were rebuilt to include 
advanced sanitation capabilities. Additionally, construction 
on refrigeration facilities, ice storage facilities, and seafood 
processing factories is in progress in order to provide more of 
Miyagi’s delicious seafood and processed products.

Seafood processing factory Shiogama Fish Market

The large amounts of debris left behind in ports, sea routes, 
and fishing grounds were preventing ships from coming in 
and going out to sea and fishing operations from resuming 
operations. As a result, experts and fishermen have been 
making progress on retrieving objects.

Removal of Debris from Sea Routes and 
Fishing Grounds

Restoration of Markets and Seafood
Processing

Restoration of the Fishing and Farming
Industries

Restoration of Fishing Ports

Retrieval of a sunken ship Retrieval of an oil tank

In general, construction has been completed on any shared 
facilities that requested restoration, including fishing vessels, 
farming facilities, and oyster processing plants.

Fishing vessel built after the disaster Sea squirt harvesting

All 142 fishing ports in Miyagi were damaged. In order to 
restart fishing operations such as boat moorings and fish 
landings, construction on ports and port-related facilities is in 
progress.

Onagawa Fishing Port Ishinomaki Fishing Port

Ishinomaki Fishing Port

Shiogama Fishing Port Onagawa Fishing Port

Source: Statistical Survey on Processed Fishery Products (Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries)
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Miyagi had the second largest fisheries industry production volume in the country following Hokkaido and the 
fifth highest fisheries industry production value up until 2010, right before the Great East Japan Earthquake. 
While the production volume dropped significantly due to the disaster, restoration of distribution and processing 
facilities such as fishing vessels, aquaculture systems, and fish markets has made progress. In 2016, Miyagi 
had the fifth highest fisheries industry value in the country, marking a return to pre-disaster figures, as well as 
the third largest fisheries industry production amount.
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well as distribution and processing facilities in coastal areas were severely damaged.
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All 142 fishing ports in Miyagi were damaged. In order to 
restart fishing operations such as boat moorings and fish 
landings, construction on ports and port-related facilities is in 
progress.
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