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Economic Impact of an Escherichia coli 0157 : H7 Outbreak in Japan

KAZUO ABE[ SHIGEKI YAMAMOTO™ 00 KUNIHIRO SHINAGAWA™[]

0 O Department of Biomedical Food Research[l National Institute of Infectious Diseases]
O O Department of Veterinary Microbiology[] Faculty of Agriculture[d lwate University[] O

Journal of Food Protection VollIIO No.OO OO

O We estimated the economic impact of an outbreak of foodborne diseases occurring from elementary school lunches in[TTT] in
which[ITJ persons in Iwate prefecture, Japan were infected with Escherichia coli QTTJ0 0 O O This study assessed the impact
of direct economic losses and indirect economic consequences due to of this outbreak. The economic impact of the outbreak was
estimated to be about (I TIMIT] yen The laboratory costs, about (T yen, showed the highest ratio of the total cost
of this outbreakd about[T10] [TJ Also, the cost of food stuffs that were not purchased during the suspension of the lunch service
0 about [TJ0 17 personnel expenses paid to lunch service employees about (T [T human illness costst about (10 OO and
the repair costs of facilitiesC] about[T10 [J showed as a high ratio in the total cost respectively. Since all patients were children,
the productivity losses estimated were low as children were considered as dependants with no income. Instead, we estimated the
lost income of the mothers of the children] The source of the contamination could not be identified.  Therefore, no food
industries suffered any setbacks where certain food items could not be used for daily consumption due to the outbreak.
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