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By: Jonathan Douglas (Kesennuma ALT)

Do you like sports? I do. Actually, I love them! I
especially love basketball. I played basketball in
elementary school, junior high school, high school,
and college, too. I still play basketball with my
friends and students in Japan every week.

I think that basketball, like other sports, is a
universal language. Because, if people can play
basketball, they can communicate without words.

When I came to Japan, I could not speak
Japanese at all. But when I played basketball, I
could communicate easily.

Thanks to basketball, I made new friends,
played in many basketball tournaments around
Japan, improved my Japanese, and even met my
wife! From now on, I want to use basketball to build

more bridges between people. (120 z&
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Questions

I Why does Mr. Jonathan think that basketball is a universal language?

2 What did Mr. Jonathan do thanks to basketball?

* Try! What’s another activity that is like a universal language? Write your thoughts.

I think that is like a universal language too.




Miyagi English Library %%

ALT Journal [f2%4]

Basketball as a Universal Language
By: Jonathan Douglas (Kesennuma ALT)

HREIIRR—YHPFETTHPRIIFETT R, KIFSTT IR Y MR— L F =TT,
FATNFARR, PR, B, TLTRETENZATYMR—ILELTVWELE, S THEB B RDRER
EFEZEY I\ ZTYMR—LELTWET,

Iy PR =L D AR — VYR L LI, R HEBELEBVE T, 2R 51, HLAZTY R
A= EENIE, SELRLTHII2=r—2ar A TEENLTT,

FAZBARISKE, DLOBARBLEET U HRILA T L LD, Ry bR —ILE LB
I, B EICOIa -y —2a k52N TEILE,

INRTYRR=LOENIFTHLWRENE KT, BAFLEAD/ SRy MR- ILKEIZS 0L
CHEHARBHLEEL, ZLIARIZUNERILAIRIIINSASLE, ALALDREIFEEEI DI, N
2y MR—ILEERLTWELZWTTY,

Questions
| Why does Mr. Jonathan think that basketball is a universal language?
(o€ YVatrH o REIINR Ty MR- LR HEBELELBSOTTH?)

(f51) Because if people can play basketball, they can communicate without words.

2 What did Mr. Jonathan do thanks to basketball?
(TarH o EERNARTYPR—LOBENTTEAELELH?)
(1) He made new friends, played in basketball tournaments around Japan, improved

his Japanese, and (even) met his wife.
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(#1) I think that [playing the piano / doing math / cooking] is like a universal language
too.
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